Haslemere International String Competition Rules and Regulations 2026

Important Dates and Competition Structure

- The application form must be submitted and the application fee of £70
must be paid by January 5th 2026

- First round video submissions must by uploaded as per video
requirements by 18:00GMT on January 5th 2026

- The competition will run in two sections, based on the age of the performer
on March 22nd, 2026

Junior HISC for 16 year olds and under on March 22nd 2026

First Round (online): entry deadline January 5th, 2026, at 18.00 GMT

- Application form and submission of a 15-minute video of contrasting
repertoire

Finale Round (live): March 22nd 2026, at the Royal Academy of Music London
(12-7pm)

- Perform a 15-20 min recital containing accompanied, contrasting repertoire
- A pianist will be provided by the HISC for all finalists

Three finalists: first prize £500 and a Group Masterclass with an ECO leader. Short
session opportunity to perform with/direct a small ensemble (either from a
Conservatoire or ECO)

Senior HISC for applicants 17-24 on March 22nd 2026

First round (online): entry deadline January 5th 2026, at 18.00 GMT

- Submit the entry form and a video submission

§ Violin 1st movement of Mozart Concerto and a contrasting work
§ Viola 1st movement of Stamitz Viola Concerto, or Hoffmestier and a
contrasting work



§ Cello 1st Movement of a Haydn concerto and a contrasting work
§ Double Bass 2 contrasting works, one must be baroque or classical

NB All concertos/pieces must be played with piano accompaniment or orchestral
reduction if there is one

Finale Round (live): March 22nd 2026, at the Royal Academy of Music London
(12-7pm)

- Each competitor will have 25 minutes to present a programme varied in
style and period which must include a movement of unaccompanied Bach
(performed from memory)

- A pianist will be provided by the HISC for all finalists

Three finalists:

First prize: £1,500, and a performance opportunity with the English Chamber Orchestra
in a concert
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Second prize: £500. Subject to agreement with a Conservatoire ensemble, all finalists
will receive a masterclass with an ECO leader and th eopportunity to have direct
ensemble performance time with a Conservatoire ensemble.

All submissions in both categories will receive feedback

The live, in-person finale is open to the public for both competitions on Sunday March
22nd 2026 at The Royal Academy of Music, Marylebone Road, London NW15HT from
12- 7pm. The finals will also be live-streamed on Facebook.

All finalists will be part of the English Chamber Orchestras Directors Scheme.

Entry Form Haslemere International String Competition Rules and Regulations 2026.docx
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Second prize: £500. Subject to agreement with a Conservatoire ensemble, all finalists
will receive a masterclass with an ECO leader and th eopportunity to have direct
ensemble performance time with a Conservatoire ensemble.

All submissions in both categories will receive feedback

The live, in-person finale is open to the public for both competitions on Sunday March
22nd 2026 at The Royal Academy of Music, Marylebone Road, London NW15HT from
12- 7pm. The finals will also be live-streamed on Facebook.

All finalists will be part of the English Chamber Orchestras Directors Scheme.

Enquiries may be sent to entries@haslemereinternationalstringcompetition.co.uk



Competition Eligibility:

- Open to young string players aged 16 and under (Junior), and 17-24
(Senior) on 22nd March 2026

- The application form must be submitted and the application fee of £70
must be paid by January 5th 2026. First round video submissions must by
uploaded as per video requirements by 18:00GMT on January 5th 2026.

Video requirements for the 1st round:

- Each entry must be recorded in one take with no breaks; editing will result
in disqualification.

- Professional quality recording is not mandatory. However, the sound must
be clearly audible.

- Each entry must be uploaded as a single unlisted recording YouTube link.
- The applicant's name, age, and repertoire must be listed in the YouTube
video description. For example: Jane Doe, 1st movement of Mozart Violin
Concerto in D Major.

- The link must be emailed to us after filling in your application form which
must include your name, age, address and phone number.

- Please also include a PDF link of your score or email a PDF to
entries@haslemereinternationalstringcompetition.co.uk

Additional Information:

- All applicants will be required to send a copy of their passport or other
photo ID as proof of age

- The adjudicators’ decisions are final

- The organisers reserve the right to alter the date of the adjudication if
needed

- All under 18-year-olds must be accompanied by a parent or guardian

Adjudicators:

1st round:

Matthew Lloyd-Wilson

Joy Lisney

2nd round:



Clare Thompson
Richard Jenkinson



